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NACFAM Releases Sustainability Framework Model   

Washington, DC.  Chairman and CEO Rusty Patterson today announced that the National Council for Advanced Manufacturing (NACFAM) is releasing its final version of the NACFAM Sustainability Framework Model, after months of work under CEO-Emeritus Eric Mittelstadt.
Created and prepared for release by Jeffrey Mittelstadt, NACFAM's Vice President for Sustainable Manufacturing, the Model is designed for use by companies of all sizes to prioritize sustainable manufacturing projects, calculate financial and environmental impacts from multiple combinations of potential projects, and help companies assess multiple environmental categories simultaneously. 

The Model was developed from actual sustainable manufacturing projects that focused on energy efficiency, chemical management, materials management including related energy use and upstream environmental impacts, and other issue areas NACFAM believes are important for users. 

Although financially-based, the Model is kept as simple as possible so companies regardless of size can use it with minimal data to quickly and easily prioritize potential projects and focus resources for further exploration. The model can then be used as more data is gathered for the prioritized projects.
Today’s release includes five documents:

· A Whitepaper on the NACFAM Sustainability Framework Model describes the development, release and imminent open-sourcing of the Model.  It covers topics such as: who should use the Model … when to use it … sustainable manufacturing strategy development … the inputs needed … the output provided and … future goals for enhancement of the Model itself.
· The NACFAM Sustainability Framework Model – Interested parties can download and use a blank version of the Microsoft Excel-based NACFAM Sustainability Framework Model.

· Examples of How the NACFAM Sustainability Framework Model Can Be Used – This document provides some examples of how this Model can be used with minimal data to quickly evaluate potential sustainable manufacturing projects. 
· An Instruction Manual for the NACFAM Sustainability Framework Model – This document provides a cell-by-cell description of the Model input worksheets. 
· Assumptions and Premise Behind Equations & Algorithms – This document goes into more detail about the assumptions and equations used in the NACFAM Sustainability Framework Model. It will be helpful for students, professors, company employees, and other stakeholders interested in improving and enhancing the Model when the open-source environment is created.
This open-source methodology … its availability to everyone … and its adherence to transparency is expected to enhance U.S. manufacturing competitiveness and the global environment.

For more information about the NACFAM Sustainability Framework Model, visit the NACFAM website at www.nacfam.org.  If you have any questions, call NACFAM Executive Vice President Fred Wentzel at 202-367-1247 or e-mail him at wenzelf@nacfam.org.
